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Damayanti. Then the princess told her handmaiden
to keep a close watch upon Vahuka and to see that
on no account was he given fire or water. The girl
followed the commands of her mistress very closely
and soon returned with widely-opened eyes of
wonder.

" What had she seen ? " " The man was surely
more than mortal. When he came to a low doorway
he did not stoop, but the lintel raised itself of its own
accord ; when he wanted water, if he looked at the
pots, they filled at once to the brim ; and when he
wished to cook he obtained fire instantly by holding
out a knot of withered grass in the rays of the sun.
And, strangest of all, he had taken up some withered
flowers and as he idly played with them they became
as fresh as the blossoms of the springtime."

By this time the princess was convinced that the
man was Nala himself, and she sent her handmaid to
bring her from the kitchen some of the meat which
the strange charioteer had cooked. The girl did so,
unknown to the man, and when Damayanti had seen
and tasted the food she broke out into laughing
and weeping, declaring in piteous tones that the
man must be Nala himself.

Next she sent to him by a nurse his own two
children, whom he clasped within his arms and
embraced with tears of love and yearning. Then,
seeing the eyes of Damayanti's handmaid upon him,
he excused himself for his show of feeling by say-
ing that the little ones were wondrously like his
own!